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FAREWELL MESSAGE FROM THE OUTGOING PRESIDENT

D

ear Sino-Eco Members and Friends,

First, I would like to congratulate Dr. Jianwu (Jim)
Tang for being elected as our Sino-Eco President
(2010-2012). On behalf of the former Executive
Team, I would like to acknowledge Jim’s
tremendous contributions to Sino-Eco’s growth in
the past two years. Personally, I felt extremely lucky
that Jim served as the VP. Jim’s passion to
promoting Sino-Eco’s mission has earned the
respect from our members, old and young. I am
certainly confident that Jim will lead us to a new
stage.
While I am stepping down as your President, I have
to confess that the Sino-Eco President position that
I cherished dearly, has been my sole public service
position that I ever held! Revealing of this perhaps
helps you put all the activities that we organized in
perspective. Anyway, I had a lot of fun.
As always, I appreciate the individual support from
all members for organizing a series of the group
activities, from reviewing hundreds of abstracts for
Chinese journal (…think about the cost for making
our ‘blue sky’ Sino-Eco T shirts…) to all kind of
symposiums. As an organization, we did amazing
things. This was perfectly demonstrated during
tough times as a community or at a personal level.
Our donation campaigns for Wenchuan Earthquake
Relief in the Spring of 2008 touched our hearts
deeply. Our members showed great compassion
when our Sino-Eco friends sought help in difficult
situations. As our members once noted, this type of
experiences was more elevating than a few SCI
papers.
Sino-Eco celebrated her 20 year’s success in
multiple occasions at annual ESA meetings and
other special organized symposiums in the past two
years. We have all reasons to believe that the best
time for Sino-Eco is still ahead. The ecosystems that
we are part of are changing in an unprecedented
speed, and Sino-Ecologists will undoubtedly have an
increasing role to make them more favorable. The
linkages between the western world and China that
Sino-Eco fostered are stronger more than ever. Our
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We have all
reasons to believe
that the best time
for Sino-Eco is
still ahead. The
ecosystems that
we are part of are
changing in an
unprecedented
speed, and SinoEcologists will undoubtedly have an increasing
role to make them more favorable. The linkages
between the western world and China that SinoEco fostered are stronger more than ever!
members’ expertise is in high demand as evidenced
by the fact that more young graduates are returning
home permanently and our senior members are
holding important academic positions in inside
China. Sino-Eco is becoming a familiar name for
other organizations and agencies than seek advices
and partners in solving real environmental and
societal challenges.
Personally, I learned a lot from our members by
closely involving in Sino-Eco affairs. I appreciate the
wise advices from our senior members and
enthusiasms from the young ones. I am grateful to
the Executive Team members: Jim Tang, Adam Wei,
Wei Ren, Xubin Pan, Li Zhang, Jianwei Li, Frank
Chang, Binhe Gu. You guys did a superb job and
deserve the credits of our term. Isn’t it why President
Tang retained all of you to serve the next term?
Thank you for serving and good luck!

Immediate Past President of Sino-Eco
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER

LETTER FROM THE NEW PRESIDENT

D

ear Sino-Eco members and friends,

It is my great honor to serve as president of SinoEco for 2010-2012.
During the past two years, Sino-Eco, under the
leadership of Dr. Ge Sun and Executive Committee,
has entered a new stage. Sino-Eco was active in
connecting overseas ecologists with China by
organizing seminars, publishing books, and
aggressively recruiting new members. It is
challenging for me and for our new Executive
Committee to continue leading Sino-Eco to even a
greater success.
The past few years also saw the increasingly rising
power of China, with sustained high GDP growth
and soaring investment in science and education,
combined with higher demand for natural resources,
energy supplies, and greenhouse gas emissions. This
provides great opportunities for Sino-Eco to
promote the exchange between Chinese ecologists
and world-wide ecologists and to use the state-of-art
ecological technologies to serve the society toward a
goal of sustainability.
The election and organization of this new term went
out very smoothly. A large number of members
enthusiastically volunteered to serve in the
Committee. To encourage more engagement of
young members, we increased the number of the
Executive Committee and hope the workload of
each Committee member will correspondingly
decrease. I also hope the reconstruction of the
Committee will make the duty of each Committee
member clear.
With the growing number of Sino-Eco members,
more organized activities, and more financial
responsibilities, we created the Board of Directors,
following the guideline of Sino-Eco bylaws. The
Board of Directors will supervise and oversee the
Executive Committee (including President), and
engage more senior members to involve in Sino-Eco
activities. The Board of Directors will also supervise
the management of the newly founded Yang Hanxi
Ecology Fund.
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The past few
years also saw the
increasingly rising
power of China,
with sustained high
GDP growth and
soaring investment
in science and
education,
combined with
higher demand for natural resources, energy
supplies, and greenhouse gas emissions. This
provides great opportunities for Sino-Eco to
promote the exchange between Chinese
ecologists and world-wide ecologists and to use
the state-of-art ecological technologies to serve
the society toward a goal of sustainability.
Looking into the near future, we will hold a traditional
annual gathering during the ESA meeting in Pittsburg
in August. This is an opportunity for a majority of
members to get together once a year. We also expect
a lager number of ecologists from China to attend this
meeting. We will update our websites frequently and
hope to publish all members’ profile on our website.
Without support from each member, Sino-Eco
cannot conduct any activities. It is my hope that each
member can also benefit from Sino-Eco as our own
organization.
Enjoy the summer and wish you a productive field
season.
Jianwu Tang
President of Sino-Eco
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INSIDE SINO-ECO

MEET THE NEW EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Jianwu (Jim) Tang

President
Dr. Tang is Assistant Scientist at Marine Biological Laboratory in Woods
Hole and Assistant Professor at Brown University. Dr. Tang’s research areas
include ecosystem ecology, biogeochemistry, and global change biology. He
obtained his B.S. and M.S. both from Peking University, and his Ph.D. from
University of California at Berkeley. He was a research associate at
University of Minnesota and then adjunct assistant professor at Northwestern
University. Currently, he conducts research in the Ecosystems Center of the
Marine Biological Laboratory and teaches and mentors graduate students at
Brown University. His research is primarily conducted in several long-term
ecological research sites (LTER) including Harvard Forest and the Arctic,
focusing on ecosystem carbon and nitrogen cycles and ecosystem function in
response to climate change. He has published over 20 highly cited papers in
high impact-factor SCI journals (H-Index =11 as of March 2010).
Email: jtang@mbl.edu

Xiaohua (Adam) Wei

Vice-President
Dr. Wei is with University of British Columbia (Okanagan), British
Columbia, Canada as a watershed research Chair. His research interests
include watershed hydrology, eco-hydrology, forest carbon and water
coupling and forest long-term productivity sustainability. Currently, He
serves as an editorial board member for Forest Ecology and Management
with about 40 publications.
Email: adam.wei@ubc.ca
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INSIDE SINO-ECO

MEET THE NEW EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Yushun Chen

Conference and Event Coordinator
Dr. Chen did his B.S. (fish community ecology) and M.S. (fish culture,
wetland, lake eutrophication, and water quality monitoring) research in State
Key Laboratory of Freshwater Ecology and Biotechnology, Chinese
Academy of Sciences, Wuhan, China. After that, he went to West Virginia
for his PhD on watershed anthropogenic stressors and stream ecosystem
health and modeling in Central Appalachian Mountains. Last summer
(2009), he graduated and took the Post-Doctoral position in Dauphin Island
Sea Lab, Grand Bay NERR, and NOAA NCDDC to study watershed urban
development on estuarine ecosystem health and modeling in the Gulf of
Mexico. After a very short-term (5 months) Post-Doctoral research, he took
the Assistant Professor position in University of Arkansas Aquaculture/
Fisheries Center and also started to serve as Co-PI of the Gulf of Mexico
project. He served as the president of West Virginia University Chinese
Students and Scholars Association (WVUCSSA) during the term of 20082009.
Email: ychen@uaex.edu

Lei Cheng

Conference and Event Coordinator
Dr. Cheng is currently a postdoctoral research associate in the Institute for
Environmental Genomics at the University of Oklahoma. His research has
mainly focused on belowground responses to global change. He has authored
and coauthored more than 10 papers published in national and international
journals such as Ecology Letters and Environmental & Experimental Botany.
He received his B.S. from Anhui Agricultural University, M.S. from the
Institute of Soil Science, Chinese Academy of Sciences, and Ph.D. from
North Carolina State University.
Email: leicheng1234@hotmail.com
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INSIDE SINO-ECO

MEET THE NEW EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Wei Ren

Treasurer
Dr. Ren is a postdoctoral fellow and member of the Ecosystem Dynamics
and Global Ecology Laboratory (EDGE) at Auburn University currently. Her
major research interests are in the quantitative investigation of carbon, water
and nitrogen cycles in terrestrial ecosystems in response to global change by
using an integrated approach – a combination of field study, process
modeling and remote sensing/GIS. Wei holds BS (2000) and MS (2003)
degrees from Nanjing Institute of Meteorology, China; PhD (2009) degree
from Auburn university, US.
Email: renwei1@auburn.edu

Xi Yang

Membership Administrator
Mr. Yang received his B.S. in 2006 and M.E. in 2009 in Beijing Normal
University, China. He is now a Brown-MBL joint program student working
with John Mustard of Department of Geological Sciences at Brown
University and Jim Tang of Ecosystem Center in Marine Biological
Laboratory. He is interested in the interdisciplinary research of remote
sensing, terrestrial ecosystem ecology and climate change. He is focusing on
the observation of shifting vegetation phenology using remote sensing and
ground-based cameras, the internal and external drivers of vegetation
phenology, and the changes in carbon cycle due to the shifting vegetation
phenology.
Email: xi_yang@brown.edu
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INSIDE SINO-ECO

MEET THE NEW EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Li Zhang

Website Administrator
Dr. Zhang is Assistant Director of Olentangy River Wetland Resaerch Park,
Affiliated Scientist of Environmental Sciecnes Graduate Program at The
Ohio State University. Her research areas are wetland creation and
restoration, hydrological modelling, ecosystem modeling and GIS modeling.
She received a Ph.D. degree from The Australian National University with
Enviormental Sciences in 2000. She serves as an editorial board member for
Jounral of Ecological Indicators (International) and Journal of Sichuan
Forestry Science and Technology (China). She has been Web Master for
American Ecological Engineering Society sicne 2003.
Email: zhang.326@osu.edu

Weimin Xi

Website Administrator
Dr. Xi is currently a Research Associate in the Department of Forest and
Wildlife Ecology, University of Wisconsin-Madison. He received his PhD
in Biology from University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, holds a MS in
Botany from Southwest University, and a BS in Geography with honor
from Capital Normal University. His research interests include population
and community ecology, disturbance and restoration ecology, global
ecology and biogeography, eco-informatics and ecological modeling, GIS
and remote sensing implications. He recently has conducted research on
invasive species, hurricane and fire effects; forest restoration planning;
vegetation and land cover mapping; forest environmental threats
assessment; and impacts of climate change on vegetation dynamics and
carbon stock. He has published more than 80 journal articles and book
chapters. He is an ESA Certified Senior Ecologist and full member of
Sigma Xi. He is currently an Associate Editor-in-Chief of Chinese
Agricultural Science Bulletin, and also serves as member of the editorial
board for 4 other international journals.
Email: wxi3@wisc.edu
Sino-Eco Newsletter
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INSIDE SINO-ECO

MEET THE NEW EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Xubin Pan

Email List Administrator
Mr. Pan is currently a doctoral graduate student in the Environmental
Engineering Department, Texas A&M University at Kingsville. He is the
President of Chinese Students and Scholars Association at TAMUK
(10/2009 – 9/2010), and the manager of the PLANTA website. Xubin’s
research focuses on constructed wetlands, stormwater management and
application of nanomaterial in environmental fields. He has published a few
journal papers in these topics. Xubin’s hobby includes swimming, mountain
climbing and playing Games. He holds BA and MS degrees from China
Agricultural University (2004) and the Chinese Academy of Sciences
Institute of Botany (2008), respectively.
Email: sino.eco@gmail.com

Jianwei Li

Newsletter Editor
Dr. Li is a postdoctoral fellow at the Department of Ecology and
Evolutionary Biology in University of Kansas. He obtained his PhD degree
in Environmental science from Duke University in 2009 and his BA degree
from China Agriculture University in 2001. His research seeks to
understand human accelerated environmental change on soil and ecosystem
biogeochemical cycles. Of particular interest is how land use change and
soil warming alter soil biogeochemical and microbial processes, and the
degree to which these changes feed back to long-term nutrient cycling and
ecosystem development.
Email: jianweili.2@gmail.com
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INSIDE SINO-ECO

MEET THE NEW EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Lingli Liu

Newsletter Editor
Dr Liu is ORISE postdoctoral fellow at National Center for Environmental
Assessment, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. She received her BS
from Nanjing University in 1999, MS from Peking University in 2002, and
PhD from North Carolina State University in 2007. Her general interest lies
in the study of biogeochemical cycles and their response to global
environmental changes. The two specific topics are: 1) the effects of
atmospheric changes on carbon and nitrogen cycles; 2) the impacts of air
pollution on ecological processes and their implication for global climate
change. In addition, she is also interested in the application of
environmental assessment to policy developments.
Email: lingliliu@hotmail.com

Biao Zhu

Student Liaison Officer
Mr. Zhu is currently a PhD candidate in Environmental Studies at University
of California, Santa Cruz. He was born in a rice-farmer family in Anqing,
Anhui, China. He got his BS in Environmental Science in 2002 and MS in
Ecology in 2005 from Peking University, China. He then entered the PhD
program in Environmental Studies at UCSC in Fall 2005 and expect to
graduate in Summer 2010. His research at UCSC focuses on the responses
of rhizosphere priming effect on soil organic matter decomposition to soil
temperature and moisture dynamics.
Email: bzhu@ucsc.edu

Sino-Eco Newsletter
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INSIDE SINO-ECO

MEET THE NEW EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Chi Yuan

Student Liaison Officer
Miss Yuan is now a PhD student in Department of Ecology and
Evolutionary biology in University of Arizona. Her research is mainly
about diversity maintenance in variable environment and quantification of
coexistence strength. More specifically the theory will be applied to the
coexistence desert perennial plants in Sonoran desert. For sides, she has
also been working on small project related to relationship between species
abundance, richness, and range sizes, hoping to unify the pattern at
macroecology scale with mechanisms of coexistence arising from species
interaction. She recently finish her BS degree 2008 in Zhejiang University.
Email: lightening0907@gmail.com

Hong Liu

China Liaison Officer
Dr. Liu is Assistant Professor in the Department of Earth and Environment at
Florida International University, and Research Ecologist in the Center for
Tropical Plant Conservation at the Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden. She is
an ecologist with research interests in invasive species biology and
conservation ecology. Her research areas include population viability
analysis and plant-animal interactions (seed dispersal, insect pollination, and
insect herbivory). Her current research addresses important environmental
issues such as predicting horticultural plant naturalization, the ecological
consequences of specialized invasive pollinator and invasive mutualism. She
is also interested in the effect of global change on rare plant conservation,
especially endangered orchids. She is currently leading several conservation
and restoration research projects in tropical and subtropical southern China.
Email: hliu@fiu.edu
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INSIDE SINO-ECO

MEET THE NEW EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Jianguo Huang

China Liaison Officer
Dr. Huang is currently a Postdoctoral Research Fellow at the Department of
Renewable Resources, University of Alberta, Edmonton, Canada. He holds
a Ph.D. in Environmental Sciences at the University of Quebec, Canada
(2009), a Master’s degree in Physical Geography at the Chinese Academy
of Sciences (2003), and a Bachelor’s degree in Hydrological and
Engineering Geology at Lanzhou University (1999), China. His research
interests mainly include (1) tree-ring based reconstruction of past climate
change and variability, and of forest disturbances such as insect outbreaks,
(2) tree growth modelling and species competition, (3) tree phenology and
wood anatomical-based studies, as well as (4) forest ecology associated
with global climate warming and increased atmospheric CO2 concentration
(e.g., direct CO2 fertilization effect in plants). He has published highquality papers in international top journals like Critical Reviews in Plant
Sciences, Global Change Biology, Frontiers in Ecology and the
Environment, Climatic Change, Geophysical Research Letters, Tree
Physiology, Canadian Journal of Forest Research etc.
Email: jianguo.huang@ualberta.ca

Ge Sun

Adviser and Former Sino-Eco President
Dr. Ge Sun is a senior research hydrologist with the US Forest Service,
Southern Research Station and USDA Professor of hydrology at the North
Carolina State University. Over the past 20 years, he has conducted forest
hydrological research on various ecosystems, from Florida’s cypress swamps
in the humid southeastern U.S. to northern China’s Loess Plateau dry lands.
His current research focus is on regional and national assessments of climate
change and landuse change impacts on water resources using eddy flux
towers, paired watersheds, and integrated simulation models. He received his
B.S. and M.S. degrees from Beijing Forestry University and a Ph.D. of
Forest Hydrology from the University of Florida. He has published over 100
articles and a book on hydrology, ecosystem ecology, watershed
management and global change. He is associate editor of Journal of
American Water Resources Association. He served as President of SinoEcologist Association Overseas during 2008-2010.
Email: Ge_Sun@ncsu.edu
Sino-Eco Newsletter
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INSIDE SINO-ECO

MEET THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Jiquan Chen
现任美国托莱多大学景观生态学系、地学系、生
态及环境科学系教授。主要从事森林生态学、景
观生态学、全球变化生物学、生态系统碳平衡方
面的研究。
Email: jiquan.chen@utoledo.edu
Ben Gu
现任美国南佛罗里达州水资源管理局大沼地研究
处高级研究员。研究范围包括恢复生态学，湿地
生态学，生态工程学，湖沼学和稳定同位素生态
学。目前研究重点为人类活动对淡水湖泊和湿地
的影响及其对策。Email:bgu@sfwmd.gov
Charlie Huang
现于美国加州政府资源署任职正研究员。主要从
事自然资源由于污染而损失和生态风险的评估工
作。
Email: zcharlie.huang@gmail.com
Yiqi Luo
现任美国俄克拉荷马州生态学教授，主要从事系
统分析和模拟，包括数据模型耦合来提高碳养分
和水资源的交互作用和管理。
Email: yluo@ou.edu
Shili Miao
现任南佛罗里达水利管理区首席科学家, 主要从
事植物生态学, 湿地生态学, 生态系统生态学,
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和恢复生态学方面的研究。采用多尺度方法研究
富营养化,水文,火对湿地生态系统结构,功能和
过程的影响.
Email: smiao@sfwmd.gov
Changhui Peng
现任Quebec大学教授，主要从事全球碳循环和生
态模型模拟。曾任中华海外生态学者协会主席
(2004 - 2006)。Email: peng.changhui@uqam.ca
Ge Sun
现任美国联邦政府农业部林务局南方实验站全球
变化中心水文学研究员。从事全球变化对森林生
态系统和水资源的影响研究，他是前任
（2008－2010）中华海外生态学者协会主席。
Email: Ge_Sun@ncsu.edu
Jianwu Tang
现任（2010-2012）中华海外生态学者协会主席
Email: jtang@mbl.edu
Jianguo Wu
现为美国亚利桑那州立大学“院长特聘杰出教
授”，及该大学校长办公室的中国事务顾问。现
在的研究领域主要包括景观生态学、城市生态
学、生物多样性与生态系统功能，以及可持续性
科学。
Email: jingle.wu@asu.edu
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ACHIEVEMENT AND AWARD

SINO-ECO MEMBER DR KEPING MA SELECTED AS
MEMBER OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOR SPECIES 2000

中

科院生物多样性委员
会副主任、中科院植物研究
所所长马克平研究员收到国
际物种2000组织董事会主席
彼得·夏克（Peter H
Schalk）博士发来的正式邀
请信，邀请他加入国际物种2000组织董事会。
马克平已回信接受邀请，成为国际物种2000组
织董事会成员。
物种2000是一个在英国注册的非营利国际组
织，由77个全球性的生物物种数据库组织联合
而成。其目标是收集全世界已经发表的生物物
种分类学信息，建立一个电子化的全球生物物
种名录，作为全球生物多样性的基础信息，支
持全世界范围的生物多样性保护和持续利用活
动。目前，它与总部设在北美的综合分类学信
息系统（Integrated Taxonomic Information System，ITIS）合作编制的全球生物物种名录
（Catalogue of Life，CoL）2010版已经收集了
超过125万种动物、植物和微生物物种的编目
信息，并根据生物分类层次关系编制了从种下
阶元到界的全球生物分类学系统。该名录及分
类系统作为核心数据已经被国际上很多著名的
生物多样性数据管理组织，如全球生物多样性
信息网络（Global Biodiversity Information Fa-

cility，GBIF ）和网络生命大百科
（Encyclopedia of Life，EoL）等使用。
此前，国际物种2000组织董事会共有6名成
员，分别来自英国、荷兰、加拿大、澳大利亚
和巴西。董事会成员要有生物多样性信息管理
领域的经验，特别要求具有国际交流、合作的
优势和国际影响力，能够帮助物种2000组织实
现其建设全球物种名录的目标。新的董事会成
员由现任董事会成员提名，在董事会会议上讨
论产生。董事会成员任期四年。
中科院生物多样性委员会组织建设的物种2000
中国节点，是国际物种2000组织的五个地区节
点之一。自2008年开始，物种2000中国节点每
年编辑并正式发布中国生物物种名录，最新版
本已经收集了高等植物（被子植物、裸子植
物、蕨类、苔藓）、脊椎动物（哺乳动物、鸟
类、鱼类、两栖动物、爬行动物）、蜘蛛和跳
小蜂等生物类群的44185个物种的名录信息，
共记录了135609个拉丁学名。中国也因此成为
目前唯一一个正式发布、定期更新生物物种名
录的国家。
Edited from http://www.cas.cn/hzjl/gjjl/hzdt/

CONGRATULATION TO XUBING PAN AND LEI CHENG
Xubin Pan received the 2010-11 USGS
Research Grant from the Texas Water Resources Institute, and 2009年“ 国家优秀自
费留学生奖学金 ”
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Lei Cheng obtained his Ph.D. degree this
May and is now a postdoctoral fellow at
Institute for Environmental Genomics
University of Oklahoma.
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OUTREACH AND RESEARCH NEWS

SINO-ECO MEMBER DR. LARRY LI HELPED CHINESE
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ORGANIZE
THE INTERNATIONAL FORUM ON ECOLOGICAL RISK
ASSESSMENT

T

he International
Forum on Theories and
Methodologies of
Ecological Risk Assessment
at Large Spatial &
Temporal Scale was held in
Beijing on March 30 and
31st. This forum,
sponsored by Ministry of
Environmental Protection
of China, Chinese Society for Environmental
Sciences and Ecological Society of China, attracted
more than 200 scientists and policy makers from
China, North America and Europe.
The vast and heterogeneous landscapes of China
support a large diversity of ecosystems. Meanwhile,
the rapid economic growth in China caused serious
environmental problems, such as large-scale
ecosystem degradation, water and air pollution and

loss of biodiversity. Ecological risk assessment
provides a tool to develop, organize, and present
scientific information relevant to environmental
decision. The purpose of this forum was to help
academics and policy makers better understand the
theories and methodologies of ecological risk
assessment in strategic environmental planning.
Dr Jining Cheng, Vice President of Tsinghua
University, and Dr Larry Li, Professor of
biomathematics of UCR, served as chairs of the
science advisory committee. During this forum,
contributors and participants discussed the theories
and methodological frameworks of ecological risk
assessments. The broad but inclusive discussion on
the application of ecological risk assessment in
China’s environmental policy development made
this forum a great success.

SINO-ECO MEMBER EDITED A SPECIAL VOLUME ON
ORCHID CONSERVATION FOR THE BOTANICAL REVIEW

F

ollowing the successful organization of the
Guangxi International Orchid Conservation
Symposium, Sino-Eco member Dr. Hong Liu and
colleague Dr. Yi-Bo Luo from the Institute of
Botany, Chinese Academy of Sciences, edited a
special volume on orchid conservation. The special
issue is published in the 76th issue of The Botanical
Review, a prestigious botanical journal of the United
States.

Sino-Eco Newsletter
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RESEARCH NEWS

CHINESE GOVERNMENT SUPPORTS SINO-ECO MEMBER'S
ORCHID CONSERVATION RESEARCH

established Yachang Orchid Nature Reserve, which
is situated in a remote subtropical area in Guangxi.
The most extraordinary features about Yachang are
that many orchids form spectacularly large
monotypic or mixed-species stands which dominate
the forest understory. These stands include orchids
of great horticultural importance that have been
poached to near extinction elsewhere. For example,
an estimated 100,000 individual plants of P.
hirsutissimum, one of the Asian lady’s slipper
orchids, can be found in Yachang. Yachang’s
orchids, because of their unusual accessibility, and
pristine conditions, are ideal for scientists to figure
out what biotic and abiotic factors help to form and
maintain this orchid hotspot.

A

fter two years of working closely with the
Forestry Bureau of Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous
Region in the orchid-rich southwestern China, SinoEco’s member Dr. Hong Liu and her Chinese
colleagues received a prestige funding from the
“Governor’s Foundation” of the People’s
Government of Guangxi for their wild orchid
conservation projects in the remote subtropical
Guangxi. “I am extremely honored and encouraged
by the support” says Liu. The Governor’s
Foundation is a special funding mechanism of
Chinese provincial governments to support a selected
small number of projects that the governors of each
provinces consider to be the most important to
improve the province’s current and future social,
economical and/or natural welfare.

Hong Liu, Ph.D., a research ecologist at the
Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden’s Center for
Tropical Plant Conservation, also an Assistant
Professor at the Department of Earth and
Environment, Florida International University, has
been working on the ecology and conservation of
selected orchids in the Yachang National Orchid
Reserve since July 2008. The awarded 0.5 m RMB
(equivalent of $73,500) will give a great boost to the
research program led by Liu.

Southwestern China is known to be one of the
orchid species hotspots in the world. Within this
hotspot is Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region.
But the rich wild orchid resources in the region are
engendered due to unsustainable harvest for
horticultural, cultural, and medicinal purposes, and
habitat destruction due to logging and rural
development. The best representation of Guangxi’s
orchid resources is the newly discovered and
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CALL FOR CONTRIBUTIONS
Dear Sino-Eco memebers:
We invite you to submit your contributions to the future issues of Sino-Eco newsletter.
Contributions can be articles written in English or Chinese. Potential contributions could
include but are not limited to:
●
Your willingness to accept interview about your story (career path, life and science) by
Sino-Eco;
●
Your experiences or opinions on ecological research, environmental issues in China or
general interest;
●
Your achievements or awards received in the past year or recently
●
Your recent key publications;
Contributions can be sent to Jianwei Li (jianweili.2@gmail.com) and Lingli Liu
(lingliliu@hotmail.com). Relating high quality photographs are always encouraged with all
submissions.
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