Sino-Eco members get together at the 2016 American Geophysical Union annual meeting. AGU meeting
is held annually in San Francisco, CA. Photo by Jim Tang.
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Dear Sino-Eco Members and Friends,
Hope you are all enjoying your summer. On behalf of the Executive Committee, I am
very glad to report you what we have done in our organization since last December.
In the Spring, we continued our traditional and gave out two Best Paper Awards –
one for graduate students and the other for young investigators. We also gave out our
first Travel Award for a student to present at the annual ESA conference. In addition,
we successfully held the first Sino-Eco Photo Contest to highlight a different view on
ecology. You may find all the information about award recipients and contest winners
in this newsletter. I am very grateful to all the applicants and participants for their
active involvement. I also thank Dr. Lin Jiang for chairing the Best Paper Award
Committee, Dr. Charlie Huang for chairing the Photo Contest Committee and Dr.
Zewei Song for assisting the photo contest.
Next month we will gather together at the ESA meeting. As a tradition, Sino-Eco will
host a dinner event. Thanks to the effort made by Drs. Lifei Wang and Charlie
Huang, this year we will meet at the Dragonwell Bistro on Tuesday, August 8. Please
come to meet and greet new and old friends.
I look forward to meeting our members and friends at the ESA meeting in August.
Please feel free to let me know any questions or suggestions.
Sincerely,
Bin
Sino-Eco President
Associate Professor, University of Hartford

2017 Sino-Eco Gathering
When: 7:30PM—9:30PM, Tuesday
August 8, 2017
Where: Dragonwell Bistro
735 SW 1st Ave
Portland, OR 97204
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Through Sino-Ecoer’s Eyes Photo Contest
Charlie Huang
The organizing committee thanks participants for submitting their photos to the “Through Sino-Ecoer’s Eye”
Photo Contest. We received 7 entries for the cell photo category and 12 entries for the camera photo category.
The organizing committee asked experts to select top 10 photos for final voting. The organizing committee strived
to have a transparent competition and Sino-Eco members voted to determine the final winning photos. The voting
results can be found at: https://www.surveymonkey.com/results/SM-N3ZQPWZH/.
The organizing committee are comprised of Charlie Huang, Sino-Eco vice president and staff scientist, California
Department of Fish and Wildlife; Jack Ou, bronze prize winner of The China Press photo contest, one photo
selected in National Park Centennial special issue organized by North America Photography Association; Bin
Zhu, Sino-Eco president and associate professor, University of Hartford.
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Camera category: 1st place: Sand Hill Crane Coming Home by Xianzhong Wang (1); 2nd place: Bryce Canyon by
Yuan Fang (2); 3rd place: Flying California Gull by Jien Zhang (3)
Phone category: 1st place: Destin by Jia Yang (5); 2nd place: Family Sunbathing Time by Lu Zhai (5); 3rd place:
2
Grand Teton by Jia Yang (6)

Photo contest winners
Xianzhong Wang, Ph.D., is currently an associate professor in the Department of Biology
at Indiana University-Purdue University Indianapolis (IUPUI). Dr. Wang obtained his BS
from Zhejiang University (formerly Zhejiang Agricultural University) in 1986, MS from
Institute of Soil Science, Academia Sinica, in 1989 and PhD from the Ohio State
University in 1999. He spent two years as a postdoctoral scientist at Columbia University
from 199 to 2001. He joined the IUPUI faculty in 2001. Dr. Wang’s main research interest
is the effect of global environmental changes on the physiology and reproduction of
plants. Dr. Wang teaches Principles pf Ecology and Global Change Biology at IUPUI. He
can be reached at xzwang@iupui.edu.

Yuan Fang is a Forestry PhD student at North Carolina State University. She is working
for PINEMAP, the Pine Integrated Network: Education, Mitigation, and Adaptation
project awarded by the USDA National Institute of Food and Agriculture. Her research
focuses on total below ground carbon allocation of contrasting genotypes of a loblolly
pine (Pinus taeda L.) plantation located on the North Carolina Coastal Plain, as well as the
fine root mortality study of PINEMAP Tier 3 sites.

Jien Zhang received his B.S. in Ecology from Inner Mongolia University in 2009 and his
M.S. in Landscape Ecology from Beijing Normal University in 2012. Jien did his Ph.D. at
Lehigh University from 2012-2016. Jien currently works as a postdoc researcher in the
Department of Integrative Biology at University of Wisconsin-Madison. His research
focuses on exploring abrupt ecological changes, which already occurred in the past and
are anticipated in the future, in agricultural ecosystems using large scale climate and food
databases, statistical analysis, and process-based ecosystem models.

Jia Yang is research fellow at Auburn University since 2015. He investigates the dynamics
of the terrestrial ecosystems in context of multiple environmental changes by using
remote sensing, GIS spatial analysis, and ecosystem modeling. Jia is particularly interested
in fire ecology, such as, fire occurrence, severity, emissions, and post-fire vegetation
recovery. Jia got his doctor degree in forestry ecology at Auburn University in 2015.

Lu Zhai is completing his PhD study in Biology and Master study in Mathematics at the
University of Miami supervised by Profs. Leo Sternberg and Don DeAngelis. He received
the Bachelors of Science degree in Forestry from Nanjing Forestry University (China) in
2011, and the Master of Science degree in Forestry from Texas A&M University in 2013.
His current study is focusing on coastal vegetation community ecology, particularly for
interaction of the vegetation dynamics with saltwater intrusion under sea level rise. He is
also interested in stable isotope ecology, numerical modeling, and spatial analysis based on
remote sensing and aerial images.
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SINO-ECO 2017 Best Student & Young Investigator Paper Awards
Starting this year, we have two categories for Sino-Eco’s Best Paper Awards: Best Student
Award for current graduate students and Best Young Investigator Award for early career
scientists within five years of receiving their Ph.D. Each of the awardee will receive a $300
cash prize and a certificate from Sino-Eco. Jing Wang, at the Institute of Botany of Chinese
Academy of Sciences, won the Best Student Paper award for her work that improved our
understanding of regulation of litter decomposition in arid and semi-arid ecosystems. Dr. Kai
Zhu, from the University of California at Santa Cruz, won the Best Young Investigator paper
Award for his work on multifactorial regulation of primary production under climate change.
We congratulate Jiang and Kai for their achievement!
The Sino-Eco 2017 Best Student & Young Investigator Paper Award committee consists of
Drs. Lin Jiang (chair), Yushun Chen, Shuijin Hu, Lingli Liu, and Bin Zhu. The funding support
comes from the Sino-Eco annual budget and the Sino-Eco Yang Hanxi Ecological Fund.

Jing Wang, PhD student, Institute
of Botany, Chinese Academy of
Science

Kai Zhu, assistant professor,
University of California Santa Cruz

Miss Jing Wang’s two papers not only explicitly illustrated the mechanism of
UV’s facilitating effect on litter decomposition based on the existing research,
but also showed a new potential mechanism for the rapid litter decomposition
rate in arid and semi-arid ecosystems. UV exposure could accelerate litter
decomposition by increasing litter biodegradability that was increasing the
microbial accessibility of lignin, as well as the labile carbon supply to
microbes. Compared with soil surface litter, standing litter experienced higher
night-time humidity and higher dissolved organic carbon, which further
accelerated the microbial decomposition of standing litter. Together they
provide a more comprehensive picture for our better understanding litter
decomposition in arid and semi-arid ecosystem.

Dr. Kai Zhu completed his postdoc at Carnegie Institution for Science and
Stanford University. Dr. Zhu received his Ph.D. in ecology and M.S. in
statistics from Duke University. The awarded paper, titled “Nonlinear,
interacting responses to climate limit grassland production under global
change,” is published in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences (PNAS)
on September 20, 2016 as the cover article. The paper presents a 17-year
synthesis of the responses of primary production to natural and simulated
global change in the Jasper Ridge Global Change Experiment. The findings
provide a clear picture of the way ecosystem responses to global changes
combine components that are single-factor and interactive, and linear and
non-linear. The results provide a window into ecosystem responses to climate
change for a wide range of possible futures. The analysis enables a level of
detailed exploration that has been unattainable with many other ecosystemscale global change experiments.
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Sino-Eco 2017 Travel Award
This is the first year the Sino-Eco Travel Award will be given. This award is designed to facilitate the
travel of Sino-Eco members to ESA annual meetings to present their research. Lu Zhai, from the
University of Miami, is this year’s winner of this Award. He will receive a $400 cash prize and a
certificate from Sino-Eco.
The Sino-Eco 2017 Travel Award committee consists of Drs. Lin Jiang (chair), Yushun Chen, Jianjun
Wang, and Bin Zhu. The funding support comes from the Sino-Eco annual budget.

Lu Zhai is completing his PhD study in Biology and Master study in
Mathematics at the University of Miami supervised by Profs. Leo Sternberg
and Don DeAngelis. He received the Bachelors of Science degree in
Forestry from Nanjing Forestry University (China) in 2011, and the Master
of Science degree in Forestry from Texas A&M University in 2013. His
current study is focusing on coastal vegetation community ecology,
particularly for interaction of the vegetation dynamics with saltwater
intrusion under sea level rise. He is also interested in stable isotope ecology,
numerical modeling, and spatial analysis based on remote sensing and aerial
images.
He will present a poster in ESA 2017 titled Quantifying Spatial Range of Sea
Level Rise Impact on Vegetation Community: a Field and Model Combination Study
based on Carbon Stable Isotope. This study combined the field data with a
vegetation dynamics model to estimate a threshold value of spatial ranges of
sea level rise impacts on vegetation growth. Quantifying the spatial range is
important in ecological conservation. For example, it can be used to
determine the location and size of natural reservoirs

Lu Zhai, PhD student at Univeristy of
Miami

Call for Contributions to the Next Sino-Eco Newsletter
Sino-Eco wants to hear from you! The newsletter editorial team invites you to share your news with our
community. Topics of interests include, but are not limited to
1. Your recent achievements, awards, promotions, and publications;
2. Announcements of upcoming conference, symposium, or workshop;
3. Job opportunities;
4. Recent research findings and publications
4. Your experiences and suggestions on ecological research to fellow and future ecologists;
5. Thoughts and ideas on broader issues, including environmental issues, higher education, and outreaches.
Please send your news to one of the newsletter editors: Chao Song (chaosong@uga.edu), Jianjun Wang
(jjwang@niglas.ac.cn), or Yu Zhang (yzh828@berkeley.edu ).
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