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Letter from the President

Dear Sino-Eco members and friends,

I hope you all enjoyed the holiday season and the Chinese New Year! I’'m pleased to share
with you the January issue of the Sino-Ecologists Association Overseas (Sino-Eco)
newsletter.

In this newsletter, we first have a special column in memory of Dr. Jianwu (Jim) Tang,
who passed away (January 4, 2023) in Shanghai. Jianwu was one of former Sino-Eco
presidents and the advisory committee member for the past few years. Jianwu was a
creative scientist, a nice friend, and a great mentor. He was very active in Sino-Eco
activities, organizing workshops/gatherings, mentoring young scientists, and promoting
collaborations among Chinese and Chinese-origin ecologists overseas. In this special
column, Jianwu’s contributions to Sino-Eco were highlighted by our senior members; also,
youw’ll see a collection of stories, emails and photos shared by Jianwu’s students,
colleagues, and friends. We are deeply saddened to lose such a great friend and we will all
miss him dearly. Wish Jianwu joy and happiness in heaven!

Congratulations to the new 2022-2024 Sino-Eco Executive Committee (EC) and thank
previous EC and advisory board for their wonderful contributions to Sino-Eco. For the
new EC, we will continue the great tradition and work with you all on different Sino-Eco
activities. In addition to the routine businesses (e.g., gatherings, awards contests,
newsletters, EC meetings), we’ll be leveraging existing “Sino-Eco Talks” by inviting
speakers from different communities. For example, representatives from professional
organizations, PIs from ongoing big projects, or editors from high-profile journals may be
invited to communicate with our Sino-Eco members, enhancing opportunities in
collaborations, jobs, projects, and publications. The first of such additional talks will occur
on February 6, 2023; and Alexa McKay from Nature Ecology and Evolution will be
presenting “Demystifying the Nature journals”.

One of the great traditional Sino-Eco activities is social gathering, which provides
awesome opportunities for our new and senior members to enjoy networking with peers in
their field. In-person Sino-Eco gatherings were unfortunately paused in 2020 and 2021
because of the COVID-19 pandemic. Luckily, our onsite gatherings have resumed since
August 2022; and we organized two events during the ESA annual meeting and AGU fall
meeting for those Sino-Eco members who were able to travel domestically or
internationally. Special thanks to our EC and senior members for helping to make the
events a success.

On behalf of Sino-Eco EC, I would like to congratulate Baoyu Sun and Xianyu Yang for
their “Sino-Eco 2022 Best Student Paper Award”, and Drs. Chuliang Song and Mingzhen
Lu for their “Sino-Eco 2022 Best Young Investigator Paper Award”. It’s very exciting to
see the outstanding achievements our early career members have accomplished. I thank all
the nominators and the award committee for leading this nice effort. We will continue to
support the Sino-Eco awards contests, recognizing the research excellence of next-
generation ecologists.

As we move into 2023, let’s all continue to be safe and productive no matter where you
are. Thank you for your continued support of Sino-Eco, and please feel free to share the
Sino-Eco newsletter with your friends.

Regards,
Jiafu Mao 1
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Jianwu’s contribution to the Sino-Ecologists Association
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Presidential Campaign Statement

Jianwu Tang

It 1s my great honor to participate in the president campaign of Sino-Eco. This year marks Smo-
Eco’s 20-year anmversary. There have been a lot of changes during the past 20 years, n the field
of ecology, n China's development, and in the ch.mmm: global ecosystems that we live m
However, the mission of Smo-Eco has never been Lhmge\l that is, “To promote the exchange of
ideas, knowledge, and scientific development in Ecology and related sciences, among Chinese
ecologists overseas as well as between ecologists overseas and those i China

I myself have benefited from this mussion It is through Sino-Eco that I met many semior and
young Chinese ecologists, who mspire me through development of my research and my career. If I
am elected as the next-term Smo-Eco president, I will further strengthen this mmssion by
promoting more evhﬁnﬂe, ot knowledge and expenence among semor and young members
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Memories from Jianwu’s colleagues

I was so shocked and sad to learn Jim’s passing at his prime age. We all know Jim was an excellent
scientist, the quantity and quality of his publications in highly influential journals speak loudly for it.
Jim had broad research interests covering land, water, and atmosphere systems relevant to currently
most challenging climate change issues facing humanity, and he had worked hard to make his impacts
in our scientific field.

Jim left us too soon, but he devoted his life to make this world a better place, his'life was well lived.
Rest in peace.

Yude Pan

I would add that Jim is a great mentor and supporter of young scientists. I have benefited
tremendously from Jim's generous support during my Ph.D. at MBL. Jim's support allowed me to
freely explore a wide range of research topics. During his career, Jim has mentored many young
scientists, including many underrepresented students through the Woods Hole Partnership Education
Program, MBL SES, and Harvard Forest REU (and more). He will be missed.

Xi Yang

Definitely sad and surprising news. I first met Jianwu in 2004iah working on soil respiration and the
hysteresis effects. I was blown away by his simultaneous measurements of tree photosynthesis and soil
respiration, and a remember meeting him at a conference and approaching him like he was a complete
rockstar. He was so nice and generous as I asked him all about his use of solid-state CO2 sensors over
those years. I’m loving reading about just how many people were so positively impacted by Jianwu. I
hope he felt that love. And I hope this helps us all remember to share our appreciation for each other
more openly today.

Greg Barron-Gafford

This is indeed shocking and sad. His family has my condolences. Jianwu was a creative scientist who
made important contributions to our understanding of soil carbon cycling and ecosystem metabolism
and collaborated with many flux tower sites and scientists. While he was working with Paul Bolstad at
UMN, we collaborated at US-Syv to track and upscale C losses from decomposition. I learned a lot
from him on how to make careful measurements of soil, stem, leaf, CWD respiration and interpret
them properly. I will miss him.

Ankur R Desai

Dr. Tang was one of the first graduate students/postdocs I had the pleasure of mentoring at Cal. He
set a high bar, effortlessly and naturally, as to what it meant to be a first rate student/scientist. He
was curious, industrious, a scholar, he possessed many diverse quantitative skills, was clever,
productive and ambitious. Moreover, he was a kind person and one easy to mentor.

It was really exciting to work with him on some early studies quantifying respiration pulses after rain
and to use spatial gradients to tease out the roles of photosynthesis on soil respiration of oak
savanna. A testament to his hard work is an early 2 m resolution IKONOS image we obtained of
Tonzi ranch. If1 look close I can see the footpath Jianwu forged making soil chamber measurements
walking back and forth across the gradient from 'Liukang's' tree and an open patch of grass.

Surely he will be missed and I hope someone who knows his family will be able to collect these notes
and pass them on to the family

Dennis Baldocchi
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Meeting the new Sino-Eco Executive Committee

President

Jiafu Mao

In charge of organizing events and communication

Title: Senior R&D Staff Scientist, Oak Ridge National Laboratory
Research Interest: land-climate feedbacks, terrestrial systems modeling
Phone: +1(865) 574-7815

Email: maoj@oml.gov

Website: http://www.ornl.gov/staff-profile/jiafu-mao

Secretary

Lifei Wang

In charge of taking meeting minutes and managing Sino-Eco WeChat
Title: Postdoctoral Research Associate, Gulf of Maine Research Institute
Research Interest: species distribution modeling, time series modeling,
aquatic and fisheries ecology, aquatic invasive species ecology, aquatic
heavy metal pollution

Phone: +1(207)228-1646

Email: lifei.wang@utoronto.ca

Treasurer

Qiuyan Yu

In charge of finance and assisting association activities and events
Title: Research assistant professor, New Mexico State University
Research Interest: ecological monitoring, remote sensing and machine
learning

Phone: +1(813)-606-1650

Email: yuqiuyandune@gmail.com

Scholarship and award officer

Lixin Wang

In charge of scholarships and awards

Title: Professor, Indiana University—Purdue University Indianapolis
Research Interest: geochemistry, hydrology, soils

Phone: +1(317) 274-7764

Email: Ixwang@iupui.edu

Website: http://earthsciences.iupui.edu/~lxwang




Networking coordinator

Shaopeng Wang

In charge of organizing events and communication
Title: Assistant professor, Peking University
Research Interest: theoretical ecology

Phone: +86(010)62766321

Email: shaopeng.wang@pku.edu.cn

Website: http://scholar.pku.edu.cn/spwang

Webinar coordinator

Mingzhen Lu

In charge of online events and communication

Title: Omidyar postdoctoral fellow, Santa Fe Institute, New Mexico
Research Interest: ecosystem ecology, plant ecology, sustainability,
theoretical ecology

Phone: +1(609)865-0961

Email: mingzhen.lu89@gmail.com

Website: https://www.santafe.edu/people/profile/mingzhen-lu

Newsletter Editor

Muyang Lu

In charge of newsletter

Title: Postdoctoral researcher, Center for Biodiversity and
Environmental Research, University College London

Research Interest: macroecology, theoretical ecology, climate change
Phone: +447540162938

Email: muyanglv@gmail.com

Website: https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Muyang-Lu

Adviser and Former Sino-Eco President

Charlie Huang

Advising association activities

Title: Staff Scientist, California Department of Fish and Wildlife
Research Interest: ecological risk assessment, aquatic toxicology
Phone: +1(916)324-9804

Email: Charlie.huang@wildlife.ca.gov

Adviser and Former Sino-Eco President

Songlin Fei

Advising association activities

Title: : Dean's Chair Professor, Department of Forestry and Natural
Resources, Purdue University.

Research Interest: ecological risk assessment; aquatic toxicology.
Email: sfei@purdue.edu



Sino-Eco Annual Gathering 2022 | Montréal, Québec and Chicago, lllinois

Lifei Wang

Sino-Ecologists Association Overseas (Sino-Eco) holds annual gatherings concurrent with the Ecological Society
of America (ESA) Annual Meeting and the American Geophysical Union (AGU) Annual Meeting that bring
members and friends from around the world together. In 2022, Sino-Eco held the 33t annual gatherings on
August 17% during the ESA 107t Annual Meeting and the Canadian Society for Ecology and Evolution (CSEE)
2022 Annual Joint Meeting in Montréal, Québec, Canada, and on December 13®" during the AGU Fall Meeting
2022 in Chicago, Illinois, United States. Approximately 40 Chinese ecologists from universities, colleges,
government agencies, and research organizations worldwide attended each of the two gatherings. Sino-Eco
president Dr. Jiafu Mao, former president Dr. Songlin Fei, scholarship and award officer Dr. Lixin Wang, and
secretary Dr. Lifei Wang organized the gatherings.

In the two gatherings, Drs. Jiafu Mao, Songlin Fei, and Lixin Wang welcomed old and new friends to Sino-Eco.
This year, Sino-Eco senior members Drs. Changhui Peng, Yiqi Luo, Dafeng Hui, Anping Chen, Weixing Zhu,
Lifen Jiang, Chaoqun Lu, and Kai Zhu attended the gatherings, and over 30 new members joined Sino-Eco.
During the three-hour gatherings, senior members and early career ecologists enjoyed networking with peers in
their field, connecting on both specific research topics and broader issues in work and life, discussing the diverse
experiences of Chinese ecologists, and celebrating the research done by Sino-Eco members in the field.

Sino-Eco is a non-profit organization founded in 1989 and dedicated to promote career development, build
community, provide opportunities for informal mentoring and support, and facilitate professional collaborations
for Chinese ecologists. Membership has grown through member networking and includes graduate students,
professionals in a range of ecological fields, scientists working in federal and state governments, post-docs, junior
and senior academic faculty and scientists. Sino-Eco serves as a hub for connecting Chinese ecologists, through
our official website, Google Groups email list, YouTube channel, WeChat official account, WeChat group, Slack
workspace, Twitter, and Facebook, to establish networks for peer-mentoring and scientific collaborations, share
job announcements, discuss professional life, and organize get-togethers at conferences. Our next annual
gathering will be held in Portland, Oregon, in August 2023. We encourage you to spread the word to your
friends and colleagues, and look forward to seeing more Chinese ecologists worldwide be involved with Sino-
Eco.
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2022 Sino-Eco Best Paper Award

Dr. Lixin Wang announced the two winners of Sino-
Eco 2022 Best Student Paper Award: Baoyu Sun
and Xianyu Yang from East China Normal
University in Shanghai, China; and the two winners
of Sino-Eco 2022 Best Young Investigator Paper
Award: Dr. Chuliang Song from McGill University
in Québec, Canada, and Dr. Mingzhen Lu from
Santa Fe Institute in New Mexico, United States.
Each of them will receive a $150 cash prize and
formal recognition by SINO-ECO.

Photo: Chuliang Song (middle) receiving the best
young investigator award from the former president
Songlin Fei (left) and the award officer Lixin Wang

(right).
Sun, B., Jiang, M., Han, G., Zhang L., Yan, L., & Xia, J. 2022. Experimental warming reduces ecosystem

resistance and resilience to severe flooding in a wetland. Science Advances, 8, eabl9526.. Science
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/sciadv.abl9526

Yang, X., Angert, A.L., Zuidema, P.A., He, F., Huang, S., Li, S.Z., Li, S.L., Chardon, N.I., Zhang, J.*. (2022)
The role of demographic compensation in stabilizing marginal tree populations in North America. Ecology
Letters, 00, 1-14. https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/ele.14028

Lu, M., Bond, W.J., Sheffer, E., Cramer, M.D., West, A.D., Allsopp, N., February, E.C., Chimphango, S., Ma,
Z., Slingsby, J.A., Hedin, L.O. (2022) Biome boundary maintained by intense belowground resource
competition in world’s thinnest-rooted plant community. PNAS,

119(9). https://www.pnas.org/doi/10.1073/pnas.2117514119

Song, C., Fukami, T., Saavedra, S. (2021). Untangling the complexity of priority effects in multispecies
communities. Ecology Letters, 24: 2301-2313. https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/ele.13870

Research highlight

Dr. Qin Li and colleagues found evidence for divergence in flowering
phenology over morphology in montane communities of Rhododendron at
eastern Hengduan Mountains, which could explain the coexistence of species
by taking turns to bloom. After her postdoctoral research at the Field
Museum in Chicago, Qin just started her new position as a tenure-track
associate professor at East Normal China University.

Publication in Journal of Ecology: https://doi.org/10.1111/1365-2745.14002

Dr. Man Qi and collegues found when species are restricted to the leftover
of the preemptor (e.g., understory species consuming light not used by trees)
— a tradeoff between preemption and ‘efficiency’ (R*) is sufficient for the
coexistence of an arbitrary number of competing species. Man Qi
previously worked at Central China Normal University and just started a
postdoctoal position at Oxford University.

Publication in The American Naturalist:
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/full/10.1086/720269
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Job opportunities

I UNIVERSITY OF
URBANA-CHAMPAIGN
The newly founded Agroecosystem Sustainability Center (ASC) led by Dr. Kaiyu Guan at University of [llinois

Urbana-Champaign (UIUC) is recruiting multiple research scientists, postdoctoral scholars and PhD students on
ecosystem modeling and sensing.

ASC is a new research center aiming to be a world leading innovation powerhouse in advanced monitoring and
modeling of agroecosystems for improving sustainability under climate change. ASC gathers leading researchers
from across the UIUC campus and collaborators worldwide in the subject areas of biophysical and biochemical
research in agroecosystems, primarily focusing on whole-plant and landscape-level studies to regional and global
applications. Details in: http://faculty.nres.illinois.edu/~kaiyuguan/Guan_UIUC_recruiting_2022.pdf

E IUPUI

The Department of Earth Sciences at Indiana University-Purdue University Indianapolis (IUPUI) seeks a
motivated postdoc to work on a newly funded USDA project investigating the effect of various tillage practices
on environmental quality through meta-analysis and data synthesis. The position is available from January 2023.

The position will be advised by Prof. Lixin Wang. The project collaborators include Dr. Bin Peng, Prof. Kaiyu
Guan from the University of Illinois Urbana Champaign, and Prof. Zhenong Jin from the University of
Minnesota. Prof. Lixin Wang’s research group centers on ecohydrology. His group studies the complexity of
water-vegetation interactions in water-stressed environments, and the responses of these ecosystems to future
climate/land use change scenarios. Appointment Type: Term appointment for one year, with the second year of
funding contingent upon satisfactory progress.

To apply, please send the following as a single PDF document (statement of interest, CV, and contact
information of three references) to Dr. Lixin Wang (Ixwang@iupui.edu). Review of applications will start

immediately and continue until the position is filled.

UNIVERSITY OF

MICHIGAN

University of Michigan Postdoctoral Research Associate: Multifunctionality of Forest Ecosystems

We seek a postdoctoral researcher to join a collaborative team of ecologists in studying the integrated nature of
forest functions that are critical for productivity, water and energy usage, and nutrient cycling. The post-doc will
leverage available data from the University of Michigan Biological Station and northern Great Lakes to develop
models of forest multifunctionality that include functions’ codependencies. The postdoctoral researcher will be
based at the University of Michigan and collaborate with Drs. Inés Ibafiez (U. Michigan), Aimee Classen (U.
Michigan), and Chris Gough (Virginia Commonwealth U.).We seek candidates with a Ph.D. in ecology or
closely related field. Expertise with statistical modeling and data processing is required. The initial appointment
period will be for 1 year with the potential of renewal.

Applicants should email inquiries and applications (a cover letter describing research experience and goals, a
curriculum vitae, reprints, and the names and addresses of three references) to Dr. Inés Ibafiez
(iibanez(@umich.edu) School for Environment and Sustainability, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor.

11


http://faculty.nres.illinois.edu/~kaiyuguan/Guan_UIUC_recruiting_2022.pdf
https://science.iupui.edu/people-directory/people/wang-lixin.html
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=tkya-dMAAAAJ&hl=en&oi=ao
file:///Users/lixinwang/Dropbox/Princeton_UNSW_IUPUI/research_group_related/(http:/faculty.nres.illinois.edu/~kaiyuguan
file:///Users/lixinwang/Dropbox/Princeton_UNSW_IUPUI/research_group_related/(http:/faculty.nres.illinois.edu/~kaiyuguan
https://umn-digitalag.com/
mailto:lxwang@iupui.edu
mailto:iibanez@umich.edu

Getting in touch with Sino-Eco!

Sino-Eco is active on many social media platforms. Get in touch with us and stay up to date on the
latest activities from Sino-Eco!

Support Sino-Eco by joining/rejoining as a member:
http://www.sino-eco.org/

Subscribe Sino-Eco YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCc780ROIbISVO3A AnjmbgzA

Follow Sino-Eco on WeChat:
https://mp.weixin.gg.com/s/yI7tERGwb9LulhljxLs47A

Follow Sino-Eco on Twitter:
https://twitter.com/Sino Eco org

Follow Sino-Eco on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/SinoEco.org/

Join Sino-Eco Slack workspace:
https://join.slack.com/t/sino-eco-association/shared invite/zt-rmf9tzgw-TEgaD~9b50bbl3Gbm{f30ZA
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http://www.sino-eco.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCc780ROIbI8VO3AAnjmbqzA
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/yI7tERGwb9Lu1hIjxLs47A
https://twitter.com/Sino_Eco_org
https://www.facebook.com/SinoEco.org/
https://join.slack.com/t/sino-eco-association/shared_invite/zt-rmf9tzgw-TEgaD~9b5Qbbl3Gbmf3OZA

